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King 


Win his PREFACE to an 


IN CE it is an Impulſe of Nature, to cele- 
brate that Goodneſs by which we are in- 
fluenc d, and an univerſal Inſtinct diſpoſes 
to extol our Benefactors: Since too the infinite 
Obligations of Providence, have now made Sub- 

jection our Happinefs, as much as Religion bas 
always aſſign'd it our Duty, and we have a Mo- 
narch ſo Indalging, that our only Yoke is a Preſ- 
furs of our Inabi iy fo raiſe him a deſerv d Com- 

mendation; it is obyious to reffe& on this gra- 
rulatory Speech of  Phny, and to conclude that 


nothing pena'd at fo wide a Diſtance, comes fo 


nearly up for an A 
ſure, a Gratitude 
Government, and a Recognizance of the Merits 
of a Gracious Prince were never more — — 
never more opportune. 
And, would our Sopfrus Maſter be as patient 
to a juſt Harangue, as he once was to the moſt 
inſolent Libels; would he put upa feeming Com- 
pliment with as much of Unconcern, as he oft 
diſpens d with the moſt fubſtantial Affronts, no 
queſtion but ſomewhatof this Nature had been. 
attempted; but we live fo - from a Com- 
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plication to our Times. For 
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Witha POSTSCRIPT concerning bis Late — 


ſo. And a Silence on this Subject, wheel 


ai leaſt rehearſe, and may apply a Trani Jo q 
where we mult not venture at a- lis O 


Monarch, Nay, the odds wou 
the Comforts of an eaſy 


titude of Sufference, in Lenity, Piudeg 
_ above Intereſt or Importunities, ina ! 
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mult ſtifle ſome Truths, for fear of beide 


be ſo many Temptations to be Eloquene 


upon that Caution only be ee i 1 
owever, what we. dare not imitate, W 


L Pag. 10. } The Affinity of this SubjeR, "wit 
the happy Circumſtances' of our on I 
ſeem'd to invite a Parallel. And indeed; wy 
is no Vertue here afcrib'd to a Roman: „ 
but what we can compleatly match in 1 
ick be valtly 5 
for in the Experience of Afflictions, ig 


other Royal Ornaments, moſt ſignally ne 

yond Unconſtancy or Ptoyocation, WW 
Precedent of er Ages, and can dars the 

2 oduce and offer a C 
that an Endeavour of making the Patel 
—— be an Injury to 85 who is prop 

to co it. For to bete on kung 2 

at are aſſigm d, would ſcatea ab = 

alot ie Chae A pun y 8 


ont be ſuſpected not te rival but out vie, 
ul but excel: What tho“ a Juſtice on 


ber: It is therefore thought more conve- 
es refer the Task of comparing, for an Ex- 
ereilt 80 Recollection to the Reader. And 1 
llenge the moſt unthinking to light upon any 
We commendable Quality here recorded of a Fo- 
[Wn Hero, but what he ſhall immediately pro- 
unce copied and ſurpaſſed by our Native Mo- 
deb: A Monarch, who by ſubmiſſion while a 
Ppiect, taught others to Obey, and himſelf to 
Pommand. Whoſe Patience, Generoſity, and 
Bourage,” were never more the Envy of the Fa- 
ns, than the Amazement of the Impartial, 
che Tranſport of the Loyal; whoſe auſpi- 
Mus Entrance to a Throne, aſſures the Hap- 
ell Progreſs, and merits the longeſt Eftabliſh- 
| ie at on it. A Monarch, whoſe Accompliſhments 
n each reſpect ſo admirable, that they ſur- 
ount Flattery, and defy the rankeſt Malice; 
thoſe Vertues are every way ſo Illuſtrious, that 
dale ne leſs than enlighten, and (what his 
ery abhors) they almoſt threaten to eclipſe the 
Yories of his Koyal Predeceſſor. : 


which we care not ſhould be honour'd withi 1- 
tation, and that is, his Wheedling of the Mob: 
Efeveral little leſs than ſneaking Inſinuations, 
h betray a too violent Ambition of being 
palar; and imply, that he choſe rather to be 
Fondling than a Maſter of his Sujects, Which, 
ever ſpecious and alluring, takes of a low 
, ard unbinges all Governments, makes 


Haim as a Debt, what ever is in a good Hu- 
wr granted, and is in effect a Reſignation of 
MAuchoruy on the one hand, and a Diſpenſa- 
For Reſiſtance on the other. A main Spe- 
of this Eaſineſs in Trajan, is his Bravo at 
delivery of a Sword to the Captain of his 
ads: Take thu, gud if I govern well, uſe it 


; but if ill, again t me. 


are fo much affected with, that one 
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il of whatever might befairly imputed, the 


ber, would be a ſeeming Derogation on 


There is indeed one odd kind of Vertue in Tra- 


tence and Submiſſion precarious, animates 


is generous Charge two Republican Com- 
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of them thinks it a Conceſſion never enough to 
be commended ; and the other, good Man, is 


angry with the dull Plixy, for being no more 
Rhetorical on ſo inviting a Topick, that he 
ſhould give ſo ſlight a touch to an Action, which, 
if ſet off to its due Advantage, would alone ſuf. | 


fice for a compleat Panegyrick. That all Com- 


miſſionꝰ i Officers ſhould draw their Swords in the +4 


Supreme General's Defence, if he would be ho- 
neſt and orderly; but if Imperious and Abuſive, 
ſhould brandiſh them to his Execution. Ay! 
this was a piece of the Law of Nature, and al- 
ways an inherent Liberty of the Subject; but 
former Princes had been too ſhy and ſurly to 
owu it, it was Trajan the beft, who would fieſt 
make the Conceſſion; nay, paſs that into an a- 
vow'd Command, which in its utmoſt Improve- 
ment before had been but a tacite Allowance. 
This Paſſage, wir other of like tendence, were 
pertly cited, and very lovingly apply'd by chat 
virulent Preacher, in King James the Firſt's 
Reign; who borrow'd his Notion of Subjection 
tiom David Paræus, and fo brought on the 
Commentaries of that Author, the mockery of 
Martyrdom. And the reform'd Brethren in Scot- 
land, who were never much addicted to admire 
any thing that came from a Prince; were yet ſo 
mightily taken with this Compliment of the Em- 
perour's that in the Minority of a late Prince, they 
ſtamp'd on their Coin the Impreſs of a Sword, 
with that Motto: Twas a more Gudely Precept 
for Liberty than any their barren Goſpel would 
afford: And tho it was a Heathen Rant from one 
Prince to a particular Subject, they would adopt 
it for an Univerſal Chriſtian Duty; and in ſuch 
a Caſe, De vout Souls, for once they would obey 
for Conſcience-ſake. Nay, there has ſcarce been 


any one peſtilent Libel teem'd to promote Anar- 


chy annd juſtify Rebellion, but what has gloried 
in this Quotation, and built upon it the Conſe- 
quence of an Arbitrary Submiſſion, not longer 
to be practis'd than while no Oppreſſions or 
Grievences could be plauſibly, or indeed poſſibly 


complain'd of. Yet it muſt be confeſſed, that 
Learn'd Authors, of a calmer Temper, have 
conſtantly given far more ſober Interpretations 
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of this ſo unweary and inconſiderate a Floutilb. 
But whether this Expreſſion of Trajan were only 
he ſtretch and effort of a complaiſant Humour, 


Reſolve to govern well. We are ſure, if it be 
nrerpreted for a ſerious Inſtruction for any pra- 
ticable Advice, nothing could more proclaim 
e unadviſedneſs of their Prince, becauſe nothing 
| 55 evacuates all the Ties of Allegiance, For, 
ubjects muſt in Truth no longer ſubmit, 

en they confeſs themſelves: unoppreſs d and 
oneſtly dealt with; but as ſoon as a little teaz d 
With any imaginary Wrong, (for they them- 
Ives are to be ſole Judges, or the Principle has 

o Conſequence) may fly in the Face of Autho- 
jority which gives them the Affront, and de- 
dſe that Power which they ſuppoſe will be roo 
ard for them, is ſo rank a Tenent, that Treaſon, 
umult, Anarchy, Confuſion, and all the li- 
tious Miſchiefs of Earth or Hell would be its 
mning Inference. The Prince being cruſh'd 
to the moſt helplefs of Slave, and every peviſh 
cendiary preferr'd Bis Supremer Lord; ic 
arries on fo violently to Seditions and Rebel- 


at this Direction to the Captain imply*d, and 
t permit the Emperor, who authoriz'd them 
th that Priviledge, to paſs his One and twenty 
ars Reign without any Mutiny or Inſurrection: 
ay, did the Romans ſuppoſe it to be ſerious 
ice, and yet never pervert it to the Preju- 
2 of him that beſtowꝰd it, nothing lefs can be 
err'd than (what is not handfom to own) that 
palcy of Heathens, ſurmounts that of the pre- 
ſt Chriſtians; ſince the one could be ſteadily 
edient, Where they had in a manner leave to 
Wilt; and yer the other be fo apr to Rebel, 
ee they have all the Reſtrictions of Nature, 
igion, and National Laws to Submit and be 


2 


or no more than a Figure. to dreſs vp his Conh- 
Hence of this Perſon's Integrity to whom it was 
Wpply'd, or whether (What's indeed the moſt. 
Wlanſible Salvo, yet argues a flight of Generofity 
Wcyond Diſcretion) it wasa Declaration of his ix'd 


ns, that did the Romans believe they might do 


et: Nay, had this ſoothing Prince deliver'd 
8 2 Licenſe to have himſelf chaſtis'd, yet by 
WT frankeft Conceſſion, he could not have Au- 
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gitimate Reſiſtance, or e 


poſition may be, yet it is certain no Sovereign 
Authority, while ſo continuing, can diſpence any 
Liberty for Diſobedience, or abſolve from the 
Crime of Treaſon, any more than my ſaying to 


1 the Captain's Revolt. For, it it every © 

beyond the Prerogative of Sup eme Powers to le. 
w their Subject with 7 
a Charter ro Rebel. However, valid unextor- 
ted Reſignations, and voluntary Aﬀent tg a De- 


another, PH] give you leave to kill me, would in 


Juſtice acquit him trom the Guilt of Murder. 
So that whatever Acceptation it will bear, 


there is nothing more Illogical, Impertinent and 


Abſurd, than to alledge it as an Authentick Plea, 
for Subjects to amend rhe ſuſpected Irregulrrities 
of their Governors: Yet to this we have a great 
many late Demagogues moſt pertly apply d it, in 
Challenge and Defiance to all the evident Re- 
ſtrictions of Nature's and Religions Laws. Some 
from hence inferring a Right of Reſiſtance, as 
a Property of each the moſt inferiour Member 
of Society: Others by a modeſter (tho? no leſs 
miſchievous) retrench confining it to the Subor- 
dinate Magiſtrates, whoſe Office is pretended to 
impower them for a Defence of the People's Li- 
berties, tho in expreſs Oppoſirion 
riour who deputed them. : 

After all, the moſt natural Deduction which 


to that Supe _ 


L conceive this Paſſage capable of, is this, That 


ſuch flaſhes of Good-nature in a Prince, may be 


of very hurtful Conſequence: They proftitute - 


his Honour, alienate his Authority, and make all 
the Rabble an execrable High Court of Juſtice, 

Hence I wonder'd at always, and condem'd 
the Inconſiderateneſs of thoſe Authors, who, tho? 
they would inter pret to no diſloyal TenCence, yet 
have wink'd at the Conſequence they preſum'd to 


deteſt, and have only exrolled this Saying, for 
the noble Sally of a Refolute, Undaunted and 
Heroic Soul. 


Whereas tis at beſt but an un- 
wary Vapour, an undigeſted flant of a Popularily, 
to the queſt whereof this Prince was tuo abun- 
dantly addicted, as is farther conſpicious in ſeve- 
ral others of his Demeanours, remark'd in the 


following Harangue; particularly in Set, 58. 


where Pliny ſcems to intimate that Trajan had 
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eee alt cogorernupon the firange and © He deſires only to remind him of the Biſice 


E 
F but the Laws above the Tears ago; both which, as they ran ,perfectly 


practis d; but if it muſt be underſtood (as the oc- only Aim to do Good to Mankind, but 1 
* -ealion and coherence in Pliny intimate) of a Co- their own dear Selves; and the Doctor know 
 2ercive and Vindicative Power, to be exercis'd on well enough, there are ſome Voluminous Writers 
Supreme Governors, whenever their Subjects who are not fo great Slaves to Truthas ti 
hall ad judge them guilty of the breach of thoſe ſomething elſe; and if theſe Men aſſume 7 
Laws, which they obliged themſelves by Oath Air of Aſſurance, that their Subjects lie ou 
do oblerve, It debaſes the Prince beneath the of the common - road, and that the Author ha 

vileſt Malefactors, and expoſes his Perſon to the Good Luck but to be ſuppos'd to 1 
de worſt of Butcheries: For, tho it proclaims derſtand it a little better than his Neighbour 
nat Impunity to a private Aſſaſſinate, yet it aſ- ſome who have Intereſts to ſerve by it, and othe 
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5 Fertains the Murder, and inhaunſes the Ignominy, in the meer ſimplicity of their Hearts, will hel 
-- © byJuſtifyinga formal Execution. forward the Impoſture; ſo that at laſt the. 
Pease 20. And now | ask the Reader no other thinking World, {hall take it for a certain a 


Mieter, but when he has read thro? this Chara- important Truth. 5 
cer of a Rama Emperor, he would bleſs the Di- And thus a Notion that was at Zeſt advance 
vine Providence, for living under the Motection only to ſerve a Party, and had never perha 
del More Gratious Monarch, who Fants no- been divulg'd, but that the Author expected 
hing but to united Allegiance of his Sybjedts, to find his private Accounts in it, ſhall at one tin 
maße him happier than Aaguft us, ſines Heavens gain Credit, yea Preferment to himſelf, and 
duc bis own Goodneſs have already made him another, upon a different Criſis, be expos'd a 
dees better than Trajan, who was yet.the belt of moſt dangerous Error, and perhays by nd 
all che Roman Emperors. r. „more and loner than the firſt Broacher him: 

EDU erent ————:, How far the Doctor is affected by this Rem 


. 9 ac; but he muſt pardon me for ſaying, That 
NES . is a true and faithful Extract, the very few Party mercenary Scriblers have gain'd m. 
I Words of De. Kennet's Preface, and ſome of their End than this worthy Doctor has; ſol 
Piaſſages are omitted which are yer ſull as high as World would evet hereafrer do him chat Jul 
any here mention d; and the Doftaxgnay pleaſe as to ſay, That he'll be no longer for any 


td obſerve, That, if the Publiſher ha&#a mind, he than the Cauſe is for bim, and that no freſh G 
might eaſily have made ſeveral more Remarks can ſtart up but what he will have a quick ſcent 
EY t would ave. heen ungrate ul enough. and be one of the firſt and earlieſt in purſuing 
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